
COUNTRY MEADOW ESTATES  
Crime Watch Updates from Marcia Soder 

October 7th, 2015 

Last month went to a different level, the big ‘break in’ was at a local vapor store.  A lot of times, these break-ins are 

kids or someone who knows the store.  Also, a lot of damaged vehicle calls are x-spouses doing the damage.  

Vehicular theft was down for the month but probably because the kids are in school. 

The main shop lifting items in Bburg were cosmetics, smart phones and the usual alcohol. 

There was a firetruck in an accident on Northfield.  It was on a run with lights flashing and a car snowplowed into it 

trapping the driver.  Who best to plow into but the actual people with the tools to untrap the driver! 

Not a very active month…this is great! 

 

Guest Speaker:  Lt. Jim Yetter from the Hendricks Co. Sheriffs Dept. 
 

He has been with the department for 21 years and under four different ranking sheriffs.  He currently is the Asst 

Commander of Enforcement Patrol, Firearms instructors, Defensive Tactics Instructor and in charge of the SWAT 

team.  Lt Yetter enlightened us with information on the Hendrick’s County Sheriff’s department and the Hendrick’s 

County jail. 
  

Hendrick’s County has 48 full time deputies and are desperately need more but due to funding, the system does the 

best they can with what they are given.  Brownsburg has 45 officers for our town and the County have only 48 to 

cover the 400sq mile county wide!  

• The Federal Police Standard is one officer per 1000 people.  Hendrick’s County is way below this with one  

officer per 3000 people. 

• They work 8 patrolling officers at a time on 12 hour shifts. 

• They currently have 6 in a Reserve Unit and 6 VIP’s to check up on previous cases. 

• 8 officers in investigation. 

• 10 man SWAT team 

• 4 Canines 

• Officers average 28-30,000 miles/patrol car/year. 100,000 miles on a police cars is equivalent to about 300,000  

miles in a regular car. 

• Plainfield, Avon and Brownsburg will respond to assist the Sheriff’s dept to get a faster response time to calls. 

• The Brownsburg dept and Sheriff’s dept work well together. 

 

One of the biggest call area and problem spots for the Sheriff’s department is the Eagle Crossing Subdivision in 

Brownsburg.  If Brownsburg were to ever annex that subdivision,  we would need to hire many more officers just to 

control that area.  A lot of homes are vacant or for sale.  The builder didn’t help matters when they offered ‘no money 

down’ for a home purchase and then a year later, when the homeowner’s needed a house payment, theft occurred.  

  

The Hendrick’s County Jail was built in 1974 and a new part was added in 1992.  It is an aging jail and at capacity 

but the county cannot afford a $42 million new jail.   

• The jail used to have cooks or inmates to cook their meals.  They currently have an outside company that  

cooks and the inmates serve. 

• When an arrested individual has $$ on them when brought in, it is put into their commissary fund.  The  

commissary has cold beverages, frozen pizzas, candy bars, etc…The prisoners are limited to how much they  

can spend a week.  If there is a bully in the block, they will take the items from others. This can be a problem. 

• Every once in a while, some contraband will make its way into the blocks.  The SRT (Jail Swat team) will goes  

after the contraband by doing shake downs searching the prisoners and searching the cells. 

• The jail has weekly visitations. These visitations used to be with a divided glass and they had to speak into a  

phone to communicate.  Now the jail has monitors and this allows the visitations to take place in their own cell  

block. 

• The jail has three different levels of cells: Low, Mid and High security.  The high security, of course, has no  

windows and no daylight.  The different levels depend on the prisoner’s sentence.  They house those that are  

sentenced up to a year and all others are transferred to a prison or different facility. 

• The jail has always had a pungent smell.  One reason may be because if a prisoner is made at a deputy, they  

will block up the toilet so it floods the jail cell and causes them to be standing in feces.  However, it doesn’t  

reflect who is actually punishing who! 

• The jail population has an average of 250 inmates/day. Out of these 250, there are about 20-25 female. There  

are 40 jail deputies on payroll with 5-6 deputies working each day. These numbers are not very balanced. 

 

Meeting Adjourned. 
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July 1st, 2015 

Police have placed photos on Facebook and on the tv news for a suspect that has been vandalizing and breaking 

into cars.  As much as we stress to keep your cars locked, people still leave valuable items inside unlocked cars. 

The last one was June 26th in Lake Ridge Subdivision.  There have been many in the last two months.  Suspect is 

still at large. 

  

“OTF” is a kids group meaning “Only the Family”.  This group has been shooting at windows with a BB gun and 

taking anything they can get their hands on.  Several subdivisions were hit over the Memorial Day weekend and 

mostly were on 56th street.  Four of these boys have been apprehended.     

  

“Sliders” is a new theft fad that preys on women in gas stations.  While one is filling up their tank with gas, these 

sliders and bend down and open your opposite side of the vehicle door and slide out your personal 

belongings.  They can steal your purse in a flash and without you even knowing so.  This is happening all across the 

United States and it is recommended that you lock your doors OR keep your purse on you, not in or on the 

vehicle.  Also, while in a store such as WalMart, keep your purse on you and not sitting in the cart. 

  

Tonight’s talk was about OWI. “Driving While Intoxicated” 

  

Brownsburg police jump thru hoops to check for drunkenness.  It takes about 3-4 hours to process an OWI arrest.   

The first thing they look at is the driving behavior.  (for example, crossing the centerline, or driving very slowly and 

not going on a green light) 

They check for slurred speech, do several field sobriety tests, and will do some of the tests four times, 20 minutes 

apart and read consent cards.  Several tests are done so that a person is not prosecuted over just one test.  Usually, 

if there is an OWI pull over, another officer is called in to help with the paperwork while the other is running the 

sobriety tests. 

  

We tried on ‘drunken goggles’ that had the vision of .18 alcohol level.  A straight line could not be walked and the test 

failed with around 10 errors. 

.08 is the legal limit and it doesn’t necessarily take much to get to that level. 

***Cab fare is cheaper than a DUI, so plan ahead if you plan on drinking.*** 

Believe it or not, St. Patrick’s Day is the holiday that brings in the most drunk arrests.  One would think that it would 

be New Year’s, but most people plan ahead for a safe trip home if they plan on drinking on this holiday. 

  

Alcohol is the major contributor in domestic violence. 

  

Next Month’s topic will be given by a crime technician about processing crime scenes.  All are welcome to attend 

any of these meetings.   
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May 6th, 2015 

Lt. Pete Fleck said that they had an interesting month. 

• Brownsburg had 2 home burglaries 

1. Timber Lane – musical instruments, camera, etc stolen and all recovered 

2. Eastern Ave – Drug money stolen and recovered 
 

• South Green Street – 2 scooters stolen that were left outside 
 

• Lake Drive – vehicle break in 
 

• Marsh Grocery – license plate stolen 
 

• There was not a lot of shoplifting for once. 

1. Female in her 40’s tried to steal $5 shirts at Kohl’s and then was arrested for schedule II and III drugs in her  

possession. 

2. Alcohol stolen 

3. Another vehicle break in and keys were stolen  (odd) 
 

• On 4/20, there was a heroin overdose and recovered 

• Foot pursuit last week behind DQ along the fence line.  School police chased guy to Ashwood Circle and police 

crossed to triangle and caught the guy.  Seemed like a really polite, nice guy that was wanted for dealing 

heroin.  He will get 7-10 years for selling to keep him in his own heroin habit. 

• Arbor Springs – from 1.75 miles away, a rifle round was fired and a shell landed in a home in the family room   

window. The county ordinance was followed and no therefore there was no crime.  The velocity didn’t break the 

window, it was the angle of the bullet coming down that fractured the outer window. 

  

Brownsburg High School Officer Kim Kiritschenko was our guest speaker with her narcotics dog Zeus.  The school 

system employs four police officers with two at the high school from 6:30am to 6pm.   

Some studies have indicated that DARE isn’t very effective so the officers start at the middle school level with a 

monopoly style game to teach children the effects of drugs and alcohol. This offers a great opportunity to get the kids 

talking and interaction with peers and the officers.  The students ask a lot of questions and many scenarios are 

given. 

 

The school officers try to mentor students and open up communication.  Kids believe that “snitches get 

stitches.”  Brownsburg school site has an area where you can anonymously post problems.  The school officers do 

follow students on social media….this allows them to know where fights will take place, parties, etc…. (Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter, etc…) 

  

The constant presence of the police at our school system is what changes kids rather than at a school that hires off 

duty police. 

  

Officer K did a presentation of Zeus looking for marijuana in the room.  He scented the weed as soon as he hit the 

door and found it within 30 seconds.  His presence at the school has kept all drugs out of the school itself.  However, 

when he patrols the parking lot, he has found quite a bit of drugs in cars.  He barks when he finds them….and his 

bark is then heard inside of the school.  The students then are aware that Zeus is doing his job! 

  

Officer K can be emailed at kkiritschenko@brownsburg.k12.in.us 

Brownsburg Police Dept have opened up their lobby for safe Craig’s List exchanges. 

 

mailto:kkiritschenko@brownsburg.k12.in.us
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March 2015 

The month of February was a docile month. No violent crimes locally. 

 

We did have a couple of occurrences that do need to be mentioned. 

• There was a huge case of fraud targeted against an 81year old lady.  She lost $82.000 thru a sweepstakes 

fraud.  Apparently, this type of fraud is still out there. 

• Caught a female walking around subdivisions fraudulently acting like a CPS representative and collecting 

donations for CPS. 

• Sergeant Fleck likes to play the game “What did they steal from Walmart last month”….The hot item the month 

of February was ‘whiskey!’   (Mainly a Red Hot Jalapeno Whiskey)  They also had a male tuck a lap top under his 

coat.  And groceries still are a hot commodity.  

• We seem to still have our usual purse and computer theft from vehicles.  Please, please, please don’t keep 

valuables in your vehicle and LOCK IT!  These thieves are going through neighborhoods and will take anything 

they can pawn. 

• Kohl’s still having a lot of shop lifting cases.  One nice man stole a $24.99 cubic zirconium item for a Valentine’s 

Day gift.  Kohl’s is very serious in catching shop lifters.  

  

Guest Speaker was Beth Crawford, the Founder and Director of “Wheels Up Youth Center” 

Wheelsupyouthcenter.com 

  

Beth has been working over a year on a project place for youths to hang out safely in Brownsburg.   Our area needs 

a youth center for 12 years old and up teens. 

  

 We have many community concerns involving teens now, for example; it’s not safe to bike on roads, business 

owners dealing with teens hanging out, personal property theft, drug and alcohols use, vandalism and crimes from 

drug use. 

  

Our meeting attendance listened to several teens from the “BHS Wheels Up Riders Club”, Nick Summerlot (a BMX 

Pro), Rob Kendell from Town Council, and several other teen community organizations.  The bottom line is, the town 

is growing and with growth, comes families.  The youth need to feel welcome and encouraged away from destructive 

behavior.    We have a high degree of single parents these days and many teens hang out at the library.  However, 

there’s a limit to how much time one can spend in a library.  From a law enforcement aspect, the police would like to 

know where the kids are.  They are finding overdoes of heroin each week with over 250 overdose deaths in 

Hendrick’s county a year. That is more than traffic fatalities. 

  

Since a lot of teens have depression, anxiety and hopelessness; a center of this sort would help work with teens with 

these issues.  Staff, volunteers and mentors would be trained to recognize and assist teens with these issues. 

  

The Wheels Up Youth Center is a 501C3 nonprofit corporation that has a goal of raising $50,000 to start the first 

phase by summer 2015!  All donations to support this unique facility are tax deductible. 

  

The ultimate vision of this youth center includes: 

o   Open after school to 10pm, weekends and on school breaks 

o   Designed for 12 yrs old + 

o   Mentoring and services will be more accessible to help teens with issues affecting their lives in school, home or     

      with peers 

o   Resources to help with serious issues such as anxiety, depression, addiction and abuse 

o   Promoting other local youth organization and missions – hosting fundraising and awareness events 

o   Lounge to hang out and have activities inside and outside 

o   Kitchen area where teens can bring in their own food or buy from vending machines 

o   40,000 sq ft facility for year round use 

o   Indoor skate park and outdoor skate plaza for riding and competitions 

o   3 meeting rooms for youth groups to hold events and activities 

o   All teens can hang out any time with $20/yr membership.  Pay $5-8/session to ride the skate park 



The Youth Center plans to collaborate with parents, school guidance counselors and other youth programs and 

organizations that are trying to find ways to reach teens.  Critical services can be more accessible to teens when 

they are needed as we become that hub of community support before there is a crisis.  A ‘Teen Board’ will exist to 

present ideas from members to the governing board so the facility will always be driven by the youth they serve. 

  

Some of the local youth nonprofit groups that will be providing support are: Impactyouthmentoring.org, 

GetrealIndy.com, Careledufoundation.org, The Well Community, ShelteringWings.org, 

FamilyPromiseHendricksCounty.org, susiesplace.org, Villages, org, etc… 

  

You may donate securely with Paypal at www.wheelsupyouthcenter.com or by mails at: 

Wheels Up Youth Center, Inc, PO Box 354, Brownsburg, IN  46112 

  

o   A $50 donation will support one teen at the youth center. 

o   Corporate sponsors are welcome! 

http://www.wheelsupyouthcenter.com/
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February 2015 

The annual 2014 Police report is on the Brownsburg website for anyone interested. It is 40 pages long.  

 

We started off the meeting with bad news…the young man (previous Bburg football player), that had spoken to us a couple 

of months ago about life as a heroin addict, had a relapse and his father found him dead in the bathtub. So sad to hear that 

news….he had been doing so well with the Hendricks County program. 

 

Other than that, January didn’t bring a lot of police activity.  Sargent Fleck likes to play the “Walmart game”….to see what 

the trend in shoplifting is for the month.  Last month it was Disney Frozen products. This month, it was carts full of 

groceries.  They had two cases were women tried to walkout with groceries without paying.  One was $500 and the other 

was $1000.  The $1000 cart had food heaping over the cart!  They had another one yesterday with a cart full of $625 of 

groceries. 

 

Other than that…there were no burglaries, no suicides and no violent crimes for the month of January. 

  

Guest Speakers were Rhonda Allen, and Dawn Owens, two representatives from Child Protective Services. 

CPS runs a statewide child abuse hot line at 1-800-800-5556. Your call goes to one of four centers and then it is forwarded 

to a local center to see if the case should be pursued. If you call, please make sure that you have as much information as 

possible.  Serious incidents (like a child skull fracture at Riley) have a one hour response from CPS.  Lesser cases have a 

24 hour response and the longest response is 5 days. 

  

Susie’s Place is a great advocacy center that interviews sex abused children.  It has a very comfortable, homey 

atmosphere. 

Law enforcement works together with CPS – both look at case from 2 different ways.  CPS looks at the house to see if it is 

safe for children.   

Meth had a high call rate for CPS some time ago and then it tapered off, however it is now on the rise again. When CPS 

investigates, they look at relatives, school and neighbors, etc….  Substance abuse adults are very good liars. It is tough for 

CPS to make the right call in those situations.  The Hendricks County CPS sees a lot of custody battle issues.  If they find 

enough evidence, they take the family to court to remove a child from their home. 

CPS does not have to be let into the home without a court order.  Drug assessments last 30 days, but if CPS cannot 

ensure the safety of a child within 30 days, it can be extended.  After a child has been out of a home for 15 months, CPS 

files a release of parental rights in order to close the case so little ones are not hanging out there in the system.  85% of 

the children go with relatives.  CPS has to look at extended relatives because some of the abusers have alienated many 

family members. Most of these children, in Hendricks County are under the age of 8 years. 

  

CHINS is an Indiana Code that dictates what CPS can do when they take a case to court.  These are guidance codes to 

follow when trying to remove a child from their home.  Hendricks County has about 100 CHINS cases per year. 

  

CPS is no longer a county paid and ran agency, it is now ran by state tax.  Many counties couldn’t pay their agencies so 

the Governor took it to a state level.  Hendricks County has nine case workers but is slated to have 12.  The average case 

worker only stays about 2 years due to the pressure level. They get burnt out…if they remove a child; people are upset 

and if they don’t remove a child, people are upset.  You need a BS degree in a human related field to be a case worker 

and it takes the county several months to train a worker. 

  

Answers to questions from our group: 

    -A step parent or living in boyfriend CAN discipline a child. 

    -It DEPENDS on a child for what age they can babysit or stay home alone. 

    -The Mandatory Reporting Law is active in Indiana.  It is for everyone to report abuse,   not just a doctor, or medical 

personnel. 

   - In a physical or sex abuse case where a child dies, it is almost always the living in boyfriend or father that is guilty.  

   - Hendricks’s County CPS has 90-100 assessment a month. 90% are involved in meth, heroin or cocaine.  There is a 

huge increase statewide due to drugs.  CPS deals with more complex cases than they did many years ago. 

   -Report sources are to remain anonymous.  

  

Next Crime Watch Meeting will be March 4th, 2015 7pm. 

Next Women’s personal training session will be Feb 11, 2015 7pm. 

  

Child Abuse Hotline is 1-800-800-5556 
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January 2015 

Before I get into the minutes, I just want to stress that everyone is invited to attend these meetings. They are informal 

and can be quite interesting.  The meetings usually last one hour; they go over the last month’s crime activity and 

then usually have an interesting guest speaker.  Intention is to have every neighborhood in Bburg represented, but 

they usually have several concerned citizens from one specific neighborhood. The date is always the first 

Wednesday of the month at the Police Training Center, 7pm, by Applebees.  On the second Wednesday of the 

month, at 7pm, they offer a free Women’s Self Defense Course at the same location. I plan on attending these, if any 

one would like to join. 

 

Minutes: 

 

Brownsburg found one dead body today at an apartment complex. A 33 year old, it may be a possible OD. 

 

December 2014 had 4 home invasions.  Most entries were from having the back door kicked in, and one was 

through an open window. 

 

One robbery was reported and a John Deere Excavator was stolen from Connection Pointe and has been recovered. 

 

A man, at McDonald’s, might have hit his trunk release accidently when going into the building, and when he came 

out to his vehicle, the trunk contents had been stolen. 

 

A lady had her window smashed and car broken into while she ran into the post office to purchase stamps. ( These 

are all in the middle of the day break ins…..) 

 

Another car break in, candle sticks were stolen.  A lady left her purse in a Walmart shopping cart and it was taken.   

Walmart reported a man stealing a tv, he ran and dumped it in the parking lot. Marsh also reported a theft of liquor 

bottles; thief ran and also dumped them in the parking lot. 

 

The Commissioner stated that they are interviewing for 4-5 reserve officers and there is no age limit.  So, if 

interested, please contact the police department. 

 

Tonight’s guest speaker from Child Protection Services was unable to attend and they will be at the February 

meeting.  This should be an interesting talk….any one with small children or grandchildren may find this talk 

informative. 

  

Thank you….stay bundled up and warm! 
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December 2014 

Our Department participated in the area “Slug” fest (boxing type competition amongst departments) and did quite 

well. 

 

The Brownsburg Christmas Parade will be this Saturday, December 6th at 6pm.  Avoid 267 during this time. 

 

This month, Bburg had one robbery and it was at the Casey gas pump.  A man was held at gun point, his wallet 

stolen and keys were thrown a distance away.  He managed to chase the perpetrators and the police have identified 

all, and have caught one. 

 

The “Felony Lane Gang” has been in surrounding areas (ie Fishers) and has passed thru Brownsburg trying to cash 

a stolen check.  Their motto is to break into vehicles, still id’s and use as fraud in other towns.   Here again, keep 

vehicles locked with NO personal belongings inside. 

 

There were no burglaries in residential or commercial the month of November.  Brownsburg has NO unsolved 

burglaries to this date. They are serious about crime and proud of their record. 

 

For some reason, the theft of Jeep spare tires was the ‘item’ to steal in November. One was at the post office when a 

man went in to mail a letter….he came out and his tire was gone. 

 

Shoplifting at Walmart, Kroger and Kohl’s is still a big issue.  A wide range of items were taken this last month; 3 

computers, Frozen movie items, Frozen karaoke machine, Budwieser, Jack Daniels, paper towels, and necklaces, 

etc…  There seems to be an increase in the theft of ‘normal living’ items lately (paper towels).  Kohl’s takes the 

whole family to small claims court for 6 times the cost of the stolen property. 

 

A lap top was stolen from a McDonald’s table while the owner was showing a magic trick to another table. 

 

Chief Mike Dove was our guest speaker tonight.  He spoke of the department, police officer’s personalities and of 

the Ferguson trial.  Media murdered the Ferguson trial and didn’t give the public the facts that were presented in 

court.  Facts and video had been shared with our police department to help prevent future problems here.  The town 

size and school of Ferguson is almost the same size of Brownsburg. 

 

Chief Dove was a High School Basketball player superstar, was in the Navy and came to Brownsburg in 1992.  He 

shot up thru the police department ranks rather quickly and has been in every rank in the department.  He is 

completing his fifth year as chief.  His #1 goal is to listen to the community and listen to his officers to keep everyone 

safe. 

 

The Brownsburg Police Dept only hires about 1% of its applicants.  They are very strict on their qualifications before 

they spend about $150,000 per officer for proper training.  Most officers are a type A personality.  The goal of the 

department is to have trusted employees and officers that want to come to work and serve the public. 

 

An independent California study indicates that Brownsburg is the safest community in Hendricks County 

and 8th safest in the state!!! 

 

Brownsburg Police jurisdiction now extends to Raceway road. Crime has no borders so sometimes they need to go 

outside of jurisdiction to control crime.  Heroin and Meth are on the rise…we used to see homegrown Meth and now 

the Taliban and the Mexican cartel are supplying us. Since Indiana is the “Crossroads of America” with so many 

large cities within a couple hours’ drive, we are seeing this rise.  Suburb America is the target these days for drugs. 

Ignorance of what is out there is what is killing America.  Big dealers set up houses in suburbs (ie. Brownsburg) and 

sell in the big city and then the drugs filter back out to the suburb.  The Brownsburg Police dept is very well aware of 

these trends and have set up informants to keep our town safe.  The number one cause of thefts is drugs and if we 

can rid of the drugs, the theft frequency will go down. 



In regards to the outburst in Ferguson….Our police dept have had “in car cameras” since 1994.  

($6000/camera).This is very expensive. They have tested about 4 versions of body cameras in the past 5 years. 

These run about $1000-1500. With the Ferguson situation, people are lobbying politicians to sell body cameras and 

other tools to police departments. These companies see a possibility to make $$$ on these products.  If a company 

gets a government contract, they can charge the police department two times the amount of money for the product.  

Even before the Ferguson verdict, a company came out with a ‘smart gun’ piece that attaches to a Glock that will 

show with a compass the direction a gun was pointed and shot.  The more technology we have the greater the 

chance it won’t work when needed.  If it fails, people will blame the individual saying that they turned it off. 
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November 2014 

Sergeant Flick started out the meeting reviewing the highlights of the October Brownsburg police calls.  It was a busy 

month.  There were a tremendous amount of vehicles broken into and the school fall break may have been the key.  

There is still a lot of shop lifting (even lifting cleaning supplies!).   

• The town had four burglaries: 1) A back door was kicked in at a home in Bent Stream – high end priced items, 

and TV taken. 2) A front door was kicked in and the lady was home, she knew the culprits as local neighborhood 

kids.  The kids trashed her house, knocked over the TV and stole a gun.  Both were over 18 years of age. 

• Police caught an Amber Alert from Ohio at our local Walmart. 

• Police are trying to get the plate of an old style gold Chevy cavalier  with and older male driving.  If you see the 

car, please get the plate number. 

• There is rumor that the Lane Gang has been here in Brownsburg.  It is a fraud gang that moves from town to 

town.  A white female cashed a stolen check.  Be very leery of offers at ATM’s and unusual phone calls. 

• There have been 3 suicides within the last 2 weeks; this is early in the holiday season to see depression suicides. 

1) one was shot in the head in the police dept parking lot, 2) another shot in the head in the park and 3) DOA on 

I74/Ron Reagan pkwy – looks like an OD but autopsy results are not in yet. 

• No violent crime in the month of October (bank robberies, assaults, etc…) 

  

Crime Statistics and Home Protection 

Sergeant Fleck spoke on the latest trends and stats on crime locally in Indy and Brownsburg. 

One crime that is new on the rise is the home invasions right thru the front door.  This is very alarming, since most 

homeowners are at home. 

• 40% of violent crime is NOT reported. 

• The law has changed theft from a felony to a misdemeanor. 

• The more officers on staff does allow for my arrests. 

• Statistics are based on population and not on the # of events. 

• Drug overdoses are way up.  Five people per hour die from an overdose.  There are more OD’s than traffic 

accidents. 

• Indiana is 17th in the nation for OD’s. 

• Indiana population is 6,500,000. 

• Marion County has had 118 homicides as of Oct 19th.  Ninety eight done with firearms and 7 with blunt force.  

January was the highest month with 17!    

• Indianapolis is 55th in the list for the most dangerous city. 

• IMPD has 1511 officers and operate on a annual budget of $222 million dollars. 

• Indiana State police have 1272 troopers. 

  

Indianapolis has a population of 835,000 and have on the average for the year: 100 murders, 450 rapes, 3500 

robberies, 5500 assaults, 14,500 burglaries and 5000 auto thefts. 

Brownsburg has a population of 24,000 and have on the average for the year: 1 rape, 2 robberies, 2 assaults, 50 

burglaries and 12 auto thefts. 

• 2013 was the last vehicular manslaughter 

• 2007 was the last homicide 

  

The latest Weapons for Personal Protection 

• Stun guns ($20)                     Stun baton ($40)            Stun Flashlights ($35) 

• Key chain stun guns              Cell phone stun guns    Dogs 

• Tiger light – hits the person with high intensity strobe light and confuses the attacker 

• Gotcha defense tool that goes onto a baseball cap bill  

(A police taser lasts 5 secs, a civilian’s last 30 seconds.) 

  

 



Security Systems 

There are many ‘do it yourself’ systems out where you can operate them from your cell phone. 

• Oplink 

• Viper 

• ISmart (camera records with motion) 

• SimpliSafe (has a dispatch center system that regulates your home) 

• Piper Security (more advance system) 

• Windows can be reinforced but glass can be broken. There is a film that can be put on your windows that helps 

keep the glass from breaking. 

• Bars on windows, but these limit escape for fire. 

• Door passive measures that you set yourself 

• The safest but most expensive door is a steel door. 

• To secure sliding doors, you can place a  “stick reinforcement” or drop gates. But, if they really want in, they will 

break the glass. 

• There are all kinds of pin locks, gates and braces on the internet. 

• 3” screws on the striker plate on a dead bolt will increase the safety of the lock 10 times. 

• “Bump key free” door locks will eliminate entrance into your home thru that method. 
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October 2014 

In the month of September, there were three home burglaries. 1) the front door was kicked in during day hours, 2) 

back door was kicked in during day hours, and 3) Rummaging thru vehicles and left a clown mask in one car.  

Facebook had a Bburg crime video of a juvenile going thru a car, this individual was ID’d, is incarcerated and was 

found to be involved in several cases.  There are still many car break ins….take everything out of your car (no 

wallets, cash, purses, lap tops, etc… The police still have many shoplifting calls. 

 

Guest Speaker:  Judge Hostletter 

The judge has 20 years’ experience in Brownsburg Court and is a Vietnam vet.  Sergeant Fleck, that runs the crime 

watch division, has been court security for the judge for many years.  The always have two police officers on security 

in court every day.  

 

Brownsburg Town Court has been around since 1992 and it handles some misdemeanors (possession of 

paraphernalia), infractions and traffic violations, probation violations and citations.  Many cases are driving with a 

suspended license, alcohol cases, thefts, DNR cases (hunting on airport land or fishing without a license)…. The 

town court was created because a lot of time and money was involved sending our officers to Danville for court. 

Most shoplifting cases in Brownsburg are at Kohl’s and Walmart.  It was emphasized that if you see someone 

shoplifting, don’t do anything yourself, notify the store manager.  People on drugs do desperate things. 

Court is open 8:30am-4:00pm Monday –Friday, has two full time clerks, 2 public defenders (one speaks Spanish) 

and the town attorney that takes care of ordinance violations. 

 

Due to I74, more than 50% of the defendants are from Indy or out of town.  The defendants from Brownsburg are 

usually repeat defenders.  In a day: Attorney’s cases are called 1st( plea bargains), Police cases are called second 

(infractions – put all of the same officer’s cases on the same day), Initial hearings are called third (1/3 do not show 

up and warrants are issued for them) and last, the public defender cases are called (trials and continuances).  

The town court has the capability for a juried case although it is not a court of record.  You could have a trial here 

and go to Danville and do it again! 

 

There is a night court on Wednesday nights in Brownsburg and most of those cases are State Police cases. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

  

 



COUNTRY MEADOW ESTATES  
Crime Watch Updates from Marcia Soder 

September 2014 

Sgt. Pete Fleck started our meeting stating that August was a quiet month after several high speed pursuits earlier in 

the summer.  They had several heroin arrests; shoplifting and several car break ins this month. Various 

neighborhoods had unlocked cars rifled through.  There was one attempted house burglary but the alarm scared 

them off.  Burglars are using rented cars for the home break ins and this suggests an older crowd. 

Two Phone scams that are popular right now are: 1) Someone calls and says that you were a “no show” for jury 

duty, and 2) Someone calls that your medical bill hasn’t been paid and that the police are on their way.  Most of 

these scam frauds are from out of the state of out of the country. Don’t fall for them! 

There still continues to be scrap metal theft.  There is a new ADHD med out, Vivance, that kids are trying to get.  

Please keep all opiates and this type of medicine in a secure location. 

A Summer Ridge crime watch caption mentioned that they have had a couple of magazine scam salesmen in their 

subdivision.  This is a group of paroles from out of state.  If this happens, call the police immediately. Brownsburg 

city has a ‘no soliciting’ ordinance although it is not posted.  All solicitors must have a permit. If you see anyone 

suspicious, call the police. 

Judge Hostetler will be the speaker at the October Crime Watch meeting.  All are invited to attend. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Guest Speaker: Today’s guest speaker was Misty Resendex, MS, LCAC, and Clinical Mgr from Fairbanks 

Hospital.  Fairbanks hospitals are experts in Addiction…Focused on Recovery.   Treating Adolescents and adults.  

She spoke on today’s trends, treatment and recovery.  Addiction is considered a brain disease because it changes 

how it works and its structure.  www.fairbanksed.org         

Current Trends:  Adults addictions, in order, are Alcohol, Opiates, Sedatives and Cocaine.  Adolescent’s addictions, 

in order, are Marijuana, Opiates, Alcohol, and Sedatives.  Most adolescents are ‘poly substance’ abuse…meaning 

that they abuse more than one substance. 

Hoosier statistics show that addiction seems to start at the age of 12 and older.  In a high school survey, 51% 

reported alcohol usage and 23% engaged in binge drinking.  Ages 18-25 have the highest rate of alcohol use.  In 

2011: There were 8355 alcohol collisions in Indiana, 185 were fatal.  Alcohol use is the major factor in homicides at 

47%. 

 

Youth and Alcohol Trends to look out for: 

• Gummy candy soaked in alcohol and taking it to school 

• Vodka eyeball shots (alcohol is easily accessible and a youth can start anytime by using                                          

leftover alcohol found in a household.) 

• Synthetic Drugs are very popular now. It is difficult to test for them because the composition is always changing.  

They were being sold by some gas stations and you can even buy them online….they slow down breathing and 

can cause death. Some names of the fake weed are: Spice, Katie, K2, Zombie World, Bad to the Bone, Black 

Mamba, Blaze, Fire and Ice, Dark Night, Earthquake, Berry Blend, The Moon and G-Force.   This synthetic 

marijuana will give you a high like marijuana but not last as long.  The substance is rolled up and put in cigarellos 

and smoked. 

• MD’s are overprescribing opiates.  That makes them widely available for pain management and therefore abused. 

The top three abused prescription drugs are: 1) Pain relievers (Vicoden, etc), 2) Stimulants (Ritalin, Adderall) and 

3) Central Nervous System (Xanax, Valium) 

• 18-23 year old white males are the highest classification that is being treated in Fairbanks at this time.  

 

Emerging Issues seen throughout Indiana: 

• Krokodil- this is a homemade substitute for Heroin in rural Russia (desomorphine) and it turns your skin green 

and scaly, hence its name. 

• THC laced candy and food.  This is made in the USA and in Holland and looks like ‘over the counter’ candy. 

(Brownies, fudge, ice cream, jam, etc…) 

• DXM (ingredient in cough syrup) mixed with Sprite.  This combination is big with kids. 

 

Do you have questions about teen drug and alcohol use?  You may talk confidentially with an adolescent 

specialist at Fairbanks. Monday thru Friday 9am-9pm and Saturday and Sunday 9am – 5pm. 1-855-518-2501.  You 

may also contact the Fairbanks Access Center to make an appointment for a free assessment at 1-866-880-0218.  

Fairbanks provides confidential and individualized short and long term alcohol and drug treatment and recovery 

programs for men, women, adolescents and their families.   

To see the most current program offerings, visit www.fairbankscd.org/our-programs 

 

http://www.fairbanksed.org/
http://www.fairbankscd.org/our-programs
http://www.fairbankscd.org/our-programs
http://www.fairbankscd.org/our-programs
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Below is the latest news on crime in our town from the Police Crime Watch meeting.  Keep in mind…these are NOT 

in our subdivision but are around our area.  My goal with these articles is Prevention!!! 

 

Local Brownsburg Police News:    

• All Brownsburg officers are being proactive and will now carry gas masks in their cars.  The Colorado shooter 

threw gas in the theater and officers didn’t have protection and couldn’t go inside. 

• May was a quiet month.  Kohl’s and Walmart seem to be having a contest as to who can catch the most 

shoplifters. 

• Both Arbuckle Acres and Williams Park have had car windows smashed to steal cell phones, etc.  Do not leave 

valuables in your car and always lock your doors…even in your driveway!  78-85% of house and car break ins 

in our are people feeding a drug addiction. (heroin use) 

• There had been a ‘Clown Mask’ robbery in Avon, and so far, it was a 

onetime incident. 

 

The crime Watch meeting guest speaker was Matt Morgan. He is a teacher and a full time Brownsburg Police 

officer.  He went to school and lived in ‘crime ridden’ Terre Haute. Terre Haute is #1 in property crimes in the 

state. It is normal for an officer to write up 5-6 burglaries a night.  There are things that we, as the public, can do to 

help eliminate Brownsburg also from becoming crime ridden. 

 

Crime Victimization and Crime Prevention 

Most crime reports are based on probability.  In 2012-13, only 44% violent or property victim crimes were reported to 

the police.  Two thirds of rapes are not reported to the police due to embarrassment. Also, most violent crimes are in 

urban areas and not suburbia like Brownsburg. 

 

•    Most crimes occur between the hours of 6pm and 6am. 

• Most crimes are gender specific.  (most sexual assaults are female and they know the assaulter, and most 

robberies are male) 

• Nosey neighbors help prevent crime. Crime occurs more in transitional areas, for example; apartment. Most of 

Brownsburg are homeowners that purchase a house and develop roots.  Most crimes are committed by young 

adults, 18-24 year olds and there is more crime in areas where people are unemployed.  

• Most crimes are typically committed within the same race.  

• Unmarried, widowed, separated people are most likely to be victimized and crimes are usually rated to age, 

gender and lifestyle. 

• Drug use is a crime it itself and then a user steals from friends, and family. These drugs cause property crimes 

which affects everyone. 

• Patterns of behavior encourages victimization, thus we do have “chronic victims.” So, a prior victim of crime can 

be easily a future victim. 

 

 

Solutions to avoid inviting crime to your area: 

• There is a ‘Broken Windows Theory” that says if a home is broken down, (unkempt, tires, trash in 

yard…deteriorating house and property) it will promote other homes to do the same.  This neighborhood disorder 

creates fear and crime. 

• Police need citizen cooperation, support and assistance from their citizens.  If you see anything….report it! 

• Contact the town or police department to address unsightly property before it gets out of control with more homes. 

• Create a town community project to mow, paint over graffiti or collect trash. 

• Contact town or police to remove inoperable automobiles in yards, streets or abandoned on private property. 

• Get to know your neighbors, assist one another and work to create a 

“neighborhood.” 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
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Attractive crime targets that make crime easy: 

• Unlocked car doors or houses. 

• No lights on in the interior or exterior of the house. 

• No alarm system.     

• Items left in plain view.     

• Open doors (garage and/or screen doors)     

• An item ability/inability to be tracked (iphones, game consoles, tools, etc) Write down all serial numbers and keep 

in a safe place.     

• Do not carry all of your identifiable information in your wallet or purse. For example; Social security card, license, 

all credit cards, birth certificate)     

• Don’t post ‘out of town’ info on social media like Facebook.     

• Do not leave valuables in vehicles.    

• Report ALL suspicious activity.     

• Pay attention, know your neighborhood vehicles.     

• Keep adequate lighting.     

• Never give pertinent information over the phone. When in doubt, contact the bank yourself or call the police. 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm. 
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Below is the latest news on crime in our town from the Police Crime Watch meeting.  Keep in mind…these are NOT 

in our subdivision but are around our area.  My goal with these articles is Prevention!!!

Brownsburg Police Crime Report:   
• Avon has been having broad daylight break ins, two men ring the bell, when there is no answer, the door is kicked 

in and the take all they can.  One homeowner was home, but there isn’t a good description at this time.

• Had a heroin overdose on Grant street recently.

• There have been three high speed interdiction pursuits within the month.  Unfortunately, the police department 

has a new program and the crime read out report was not brought to the meeting.

Speaker: Sergeant Pete Fleck  spoke and gave more insight into our heroin problem and he promises that he will 

not talk about heroin at the next meeting!  He wanted to speak again about this subject because it is a huge problem 

and people do not understand how bad it is.  There are more people that have opiate overdoses than there are auto 

accidents!  In fact, some people high on heroin pass out at the wheel and cause auto accidents. The innocent are the 

ones that are affected here…and that is us.  Many people put up fences to protect their homes from being damaged.

Facts:
• Heroin deaths have increased 45% in five years.

• Indiana is ranked 17th in overdose deaths.

• 50% of criminal break ins and thefts are due to addictions.

• People are even coming to the Brownsburg Town Court high on heroin!

• Afghanistan is #1 in the poppy population

• Mexico is #2 and they make Black Tar

• South America is #3.

• Users build an immediate tolerance and addiction to opiate meds ($50 on the street for hydrocodone) and then 

turn to heroin at $20/hit.

• Most people start with heroin by smoking it, snorting second and then shooting the drug.  Many veins end up 

collapsing and they shoot into the neck.  Then they shoot between the toes and into tattooed areas to hide the 

track marks.

• Users never get the same high the second time, their tolerance changes immediately.  A ‘high’ will last about 3 

hours. Many will inject about 5 times a day escalating quickly to $700-1000 per week.

• Oslo, Norway is one of the most beautiful places in the world but it is also the #1 drug overdose capital in Europe.  

They have a public park where they lure in the addicts so they can watch and help them if they overdose.

Signs of a Heroin High:
• They will be awake one moment and asleep the next.  They may fall asleep while talking to you.

• Disorientation, drowsiness, grogginess through out the day.  Droopy appearance and look like they are in another 

world.

• May drool on themselves.

• Pupils don’t respond to light, a “dead” look.

• Weight loss.

Treatment:
1. Methadone  ( must be administered by a doctor)

2. Suboxone

3. Nathrexone ..this is an opiod receptor antagonist and the Indpls police now carry this with them to block 

receptors of a heroin or alcohol overdose

4. The Hendrick’s County Drug Court has five phases that make the abuser accept responsibility and 

accountability.

Sergeant Fleck will be happy to come out and talk to a group of adults, children, etc….on this topic.

Meeting adjourned.
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Our meeting started with the introduction of Glenn Nulty, town council nominee.  Glenn is a civic minded individual, 

volunteers in the school system and is involved in public safety.  He has lived in Brownsburg for 25 years and has 

attended the council meetings for 4 years, and has served on the redevelopment commission and is currently on the 

zoning commission. He wants to bring respect back to the council by creating working relationships within the 

council to better support town issues.  He hopes to use his military experience to improve teamwork and consensus 

building.  Make Brownsburg better and more affordable for its current residents.

May 6, 2014 is the Primary Election….it is our right as an American to vote.

March Crime Report:  There was an armed robbery in Steak and Shake parking lot…it was a Craigslist deal and 

both parties were armed. An arrest was made.

Burglary at Corly Cresent; Victim came home thru the garage, noticed that the garage and sliding door were open. 

She called her father first instead of the police.  Nothing was taken, the TV was moved but it is felt that she 

interrupted the theft. (Most burglaries are inside jobs where someone knows the homeowner.)

More shop lifting…which is desperation to get drug money. 

One auto theft – victim hangs out with the criminal sort. An arrest was made.

Lots of unlocked vehicles broken into with amazing things in them.  For example; $100 cash, 2 handguns….  DO 

NOT leave valuables in the car period.

Clothing and jewelry stolen from Kohl’s and Walmart. These stores make up ¾ of the stolen reports.

Found man on the floor in the Walmart restroom stall. Subject was asleep and had drunk stolen Jim Beam, Milk and 

cookies.

March Speaker: Officer Kevin Cronin
Office Cronin is originally from a small town in southern Indiana, worked 7 ½ years for Lake County (just north of 

Chicago) with the Sheriff dept and is now with the Brownsburg dept.  He spoke about policing in a Big city verses a 

small town.  Law enforcement is very diverse all around the country.

“North Chicago” has pretty much been shut down to limit the crime and those people are moving out to Waukegan, Ill 

and other areas. Illegal immigrants from Mexico purchase shoes down there with maps in the shoes with directions 

to Waukegan!  Within the bigger cities, the drive thru restaurants have bullet proof glass and you put your money in a 

spin tray to pay for the food.  You never have contact with a server. (Popeyes, White Castle, Wendy’s , and Banks, 

etc…) 

In a big city, a bar fight doesn’t only include 2-3 people – you need to work crowd control for 200-300 people.  Also, 

in a larger city, the police have to do crowd control on homicides.  A middle of the night homicide draws crowds in 

that area. People would try to jump the line to see the body.

In Lake County, the officer first on the scene of an accident takes photos, measurements, and is the detective on the 

scene to figure out what happened.  For accident investigation deaths, the officers go to all of the autopsies.

The dept in Lake County is 3X’s the size of Brownsburg’s department.  We have the same crimes here, but less 

frequently.  Meth is more prevalent here than there…which may be due to the accessibility of anhydrous from 

farmers.  There is lots of heroin in both areas.

The means of suicide in Lake County is more varied.  There are a lot of hangings and suicide by trains.  The lack of 

suicides by shootings may be due to their gun control.  The police had to help the coroner with every found body.  

The Coroner’s office takes care of that here in Indianapolis and Brownsburg.
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Below is the latest news on crime in our town from the Police Crime Watch meeting.  Keep in mind…these are NOT 

in our subdivision but are around our area.  My goal with these articles is Prevention!!! 

 

Brownsburg Police Crime Report:   Sergeant Pete Fleck forgot his activity list but did mention that there were two 

high speed pursuits and an armed robbery (Steak and Shake). This intense, dangerous activity made it a busy 

month.  One of the pursuits involved sending six Bburg officers over to aid the Avon department and pursue a man 

that robbed a taxi cab driver in Cheddar’s parking lot.  He was caught in the mobile home park across the street.  

During the pursuit, an Avon school bus driver entered into the park thru the lit up police cars and unloaded about 20 

school children! 

 

Protection against Crime:  Sergeant Fleck showed a video tape enlightening the group on “Bump Key” and how a 

crook can break into your garage in 6 seconds. 

The Bump key technique can be seen on YouTube….unfortunately.  This technique, when shown, can be done by 

anyone and allow a very quick entry into 90% of homes.  It just takes a couple of cuts on a typical house key and 

they are inside. Even a ten year old can do it.  There are only two locks that cannot be picked….(Medeco and 

Primus brands at $150 each).  Crooks are also placing a small wedge at the middle top of garage door seams, 

placing a wire thru and breaking in within 6 seconds with virtually no sound.  A metal attachment can be purchased 

to cover the garage door arm to eliminate this scheme. 

 

Our Guest Speaker this month was Major Pat Bullock, Chief of Operations:  Major Bullock is a 22 year veteran 

on the force and is a Brownsburg native.  He spoke on the growth of our community and how hard the police 

department works to protect and take care of Brownsburg.  Although, a lot was said, I will bullet some of the key 

topics that I thought that all would be interested in. 

• As our population grows, so does all activity…for example, traffic accidents, traffic violations, Crime, Calls for 

help…etc.  Here are some of the census totals for our city:  

 1910 876  people in Brownsburg 

 1990  7628  Brownsburg population 

 2000 14,520 Brownsburg population 

 2010 21,285 Brownsburg population 

 2012 23,603 Brownsburg population 

        ….Expecting around 25,000 people in our population now!!! 

  

• With the new annexation, the department is asking for two more officers to add to the team.  They prefer about 

1.7 officers/1000 people. 

• The police department enforces local, federal and state statues and laws, along with crime scene security and 

criminal patrol. 

• The school system has four armed officers in the school and this is a big deterrent to school problems. 

• The officers work 6a – 6p and 6p – 6a (12 hour shifts).  On each shift there is a Sergeant, a Corporal and 4-5 

officers. 

• The department is divided into several units. 

• Interdiction (stop the transport of drugs along major highways) 

• Traffic (violations and accidents) 

• K9 (Narcotics and Personnel searches) 

• Bicycle (Specific Patrol and interact with the public) 

  

• Brownsburg currently has 42 officers total (4K9, 11 Interdiction and 5 detectives), 15 reserved officers, 10 

Administrative Staff. 

• **Interesting fact….The cost for a police train dog is $8500. 

• The department has a $5million budget each year.  $210,000 of this budget is to replace older cars.  A Tahoe that 

would cost us $45,000, they get for $25,000, Crown Victorias $21,000.  They shop for the best deal. 

• Currently, there are no gangs in Brownsburg, a big heroin problem, but no gangs.  
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There was no meeting in January due to the holiday season.

Recent Brownsburg Crime:
• A person had left their handgun in a Brownsburg restaurant restroom and reported it stolen.  However, the person 

that found it turned it into the police department. 

• A vehicle was stolen but not reported for 24 hours since the owner had left his keys and wallet in the car. 

• Williams Park and Acre Ave have had some graffiti damage from someone using the pen name of “Wolf Golf.” 

• One burglary/break-in into a business on East Main Street, cash stolen. 

• One subdivision homeowner called police because someone was looking into their door….it is reported as an 

attempted break in. 

• One report of tires slashed on one vehicle in a large subdivision.  Since other homes were not affected, police felt 

that the homeowner was the target. 

• WalMart reported that one person tried to push out a cart full of over $2000 in merchandise. 

• Lowe’s caught a person trying to walk out with $750 worth of merchandise. 

• Secret Service was called for counterfeit money found at Dollar Tree. 

• SWAT team was activated twice and both situations were ended peacefully.

Guest Speaker Police Officer D. Fentz:
Fentz has spent eight months on the force’s “Interdiction” team.  They work on prohibitory measures on I74, 65 and 

70 to stop money, guns, drugs, etc…from entering our county.  They have aided the Feds in seizures.  Many cases 

were shown at our meeting where illegal items were seized right here in Hendrick’s County. I will list some of them 

below.

• If they seize a smaller amount of drugs in a traffic stop, many times they will “flip” people and offer a lesser 

charge if they turn in their supplier, etc… 

• Heroin can be hidden easily in a piece of trash.  One seizure had a gram of heroin enclosed in a store receipt.  

This is an easy spot for parents to miss.

A lot of I74 traffic is coming in from Illinois, buying weed in Indianapolis, and hauling it back to Illinois.  Cartels are 

moving up in the Midwest, they know heroin is where the money is.  A lot of drugs are coming out of Chicago and 

then dispersing thru the Midwest via the interstate roads.  This is why the Interdiction team is targeting the our 

highways.

• Found some marijuana that was mailed thru the postal service from California.  It was sealed in vacuum sealed 

packages but one was torn open, and the scent gave it away.

• Parents….keep an eye on your silverware! If you see any spoons with a ‘blackened’ bottom, they are being 

used for heroin use.  Also, monitor your trash for needles that could be used for heroin. 

• Police have found a lot of guns on I74 on people that have no license.

Most interdiction thefts have to do with drugs in one way or another.  With a $100-200/day drug habit, theft is going 

to happen. Home break-ins, etc…..

• 200 lbs of cocaine is no longer on the streets anymore.  It was seized on I70 by a State Trooper.  

• An Indy Heroin dealer was caught selling to Brownsburg students.  He had $4000 of heroin on him and he is in 

jail now. 

• A van with a light load of marijuana was seized and the weed was found buried up in a panel behind a backseat 

tv.  For a light load, there was enough for one person to smoke each day for 23 years!

A lot of cartels are hauling drugs to and from the major cities in mini vans or car haulers.  They think these will not be 

suspicious vehicles to be seized.  There is a lot of psychology involved in catching drug dealers.  Police are trained 

to look for behavioral traits on the road to find these drug traffickers.  They behave differently when they ‘see a cop.’  

This ends the meeting for this month…..as a last comment….please keep in mind “Any tip to the police is a good 
tip.”  Call the police if you see anything suspicious!
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Brownsburg Police December Crime Watch Update 

Below is the latest news on crime in our town from the Police Crime Watch meeting.  Keep in mind…these are NOT 

in our subdivision but are around our area.  My goal with these articles is Prevention!!! 

 

Brownsburg Police Website:   Sergeant Pete Fleck suggested that you go to the town website and go under the 

police category.  You will find all police runs updated every 20 minutes and you can put in your address information if 

you plan on leaving for vacation, this will increase patrol in your area for the time you are gone. 

 

Recent Brownsburg Crime:  There were no major crimes and Brownsburg still remains with the lowest crime rate 

in all of the surrounding areas of Indianapolis! The main crimes for the last month were shoplifting.  Kohl’s has great 

security and will prosecute families for 3x’s what the theft is worth.  CVS reported a $7.50 bottle of wine theft and 

Walmart had ten incidents of theft ranging from DVD’s to 32” TV’s.  Precious metal was reported stolen around 

construction sites and car catalytic convertors is still a big theft item. There was a garage theft burglary in Sunny 

Knoll addition, stole 22 rifle and a shot gun. One armed robbery reported where a young man had a gun pulled on 

him because he had sold ‘fake’ marijuana and the purchasers wanted their $400 back. No reported “organized” gang 

activity in Brownsburg area.  Four 19 year olds were identified last month and two are being charged with 53 counts 

of graffiti.  The judge is pushing for jail time to make an example. Twenty storage units at the east end of town were 

broken into and hopefully, there will be an arrest soon. Brownsburg Police do use public domain for crime tips…you 

may add them to your Facebook page. 

 

Guest Speaker Chief Mike Dove:  The chief spoke about his Brownsburg roots and background. He has developed 

a Proactive Police department rather than a Reactive department.  His officers average 125 hours/year continuing 

education which is over and beyond the 24 hour state mandate.  Brownsburg is proud to have the lowest crime rate 

of and the surrounding areas of Indy! Below I will mention several aspects of his talk. 

• Chief Mike Dove will give a “how to protect yourself” talk at the town hall in the near future.  Dates are not set.  

Town website will have the information. 

• US40 and I70 are national drug corridors for the United States.  Since I74, 136 and 56th streets are the main 

arteries for an ‘easy out’ to Indy from Brownsburg, you will see a lot of police activity on these roads to help 

protect our area. 

• He reminded everyone to let your neighbors know when you will be out of town.  Your neighbors know if 

something is ‘out of place’ and if they see anything suspicious at all….call 911!   

• Our Brownsburg police training center is an awesome facility and is open to training State Troopers, FBI, 

Homeland Security, DEA and other groups.  This networking allows our department to use their expertise help 

also. 

• The Brownsburg Chief WILL NOT tolerate home invasions and heroin in our area.  The USA has two sources for 

the influx of heroin, the Taliban and mostly the Mexican Cartel. Spice is also another concern, it is a synthetically 

man made marijuana.  Chief said that he will not tolerate anyone leaving our area to bring back these drug 

sources. 

 

Police work is changing rapidly and NOT for the good:  Our state legislators have passed several new laws that 

are VERY alarming.  Please, take it upon yourselves to contact your representatives to see if we can turn these new 

laws around! 

1) Next year, a new Indiana law states that it will no longer be a felony to steal if the theft amount is less than 

$750.00!!!  Thieves may no longer receive jail time and may only end up receiving a ticket or a trip to the judge 

for stealing from our homes or stores.  This will only increase theft and shoplifting!  Police will catch people but 

the thieves will only get a “slap on the hand!”  This is NOT right; please send a letter to our Senators, and local 

Congressmen.  We need to fight for policing, and not let the government allow for a lax society of theft. 

2) Also, our Indiana State governmental officials state that our prisons are overcrowded, of which the police 

department says is not true. Due to our state government’s philosophy, it will no longer be a felony A to deal 

drugs in the State of Indiana; it will be a felony B.  No more prison time for our drug dealers!  If you do NOT 

agree with this, please add it to your letter to your Senator and Congressmen!  

3) Last, but not least, a new law within the Supreme Court now states that a police officer cannot charge a person 

with ‘resisting an officer’ unless that person does a violent bodily harm act to that officer.  Another law to include 

in your letter! 
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Unfortunately, police work is rapidly changing and not for the good.  Only we can try to change this in the State of 

Indiana.  Let’s be a Proactive society and not a Reactive society. 

  

The Non-Emergency Brownsburg Police Department phone number is 852-1100.  If you see ANYTHING 

suspicious….call that number.  If you see something occurring, please call 911 immediately.  Don't just look the 

other way, you would want others to call 911 if that crime was occurring to you! 

  

Thank you. 
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Below is the latest news on crime in our town from the Police Crime Watch meeting.  Keep in mind…these are NOT 

in our subdivision but are around our area.  My goal with these articles is Prevention!!! 

 

• Home Invasions: There is a lot of concern over the Marion county front door home invasions.  These are 

occurring while homeowners are home.  Chances are that the homes are being cased prior to the invasions.  The 

best defenses are:  

1) Know your neighbors vehicles, and call police if something looks “out of place,”  

2) Lock your doors, using a deadbolt, and  

3) Keep garage doors closed when you are not in the garage.  These invasions are occurring during prime 

hours and many homes were not locked or using deadbolts. 

 

• Recent Trend in Thefts:  There has been a lot of catalytic convertor theft.  They get under your vehicle and use an 

electric saw to cut it off.  They cost around $2000 new and they can get about $800 out of them used.  Junk yards 

are now taking pictures and taking id’s before purchasing from individuals.  Yard blowers were stolen out of yards 

in Stonehedge subdivision and on Raceway Road.  So, do not leave lawn equipment out in the open when not in 

immediate use.  Also, there have been several Brownsburg forced vehicle break ins….stealing GPS’s and CB’s.  

A forced break in is where the vehicle doors are locked and a window is broken, etc. 

 

• Speakers:  At our meeting, we had two guest speakers; both were very young men and both were 15 months 

clean from Heroin.  One was from Clayton and one graduated from Brownsburg.  They spoke of how they got 

addicted to heroin and it was very alarming.  They said that Heroin is very prevalent in Hendricks County and it is 

easier for students to get than alcohol!  It is everywhere and very easy and cheap to get.  When asked if how far 

he would need to go to get a fix right now…..he said “one quarter of a mile.”  With heroin use, your tolerance 

builds up quickly and then you spend more on the product.  One speaker said that he was up to $200/day and 

would do anything and everything to get the cash to purchase heroin.  He was in and out of Fairbanks and jail 

over a five year period.  Many people are unable to receive help to get off of it.  Hendricks County has a Drug 

Task Force that helps individuals form going back to the habit, but recently lost their federal funding.  It was 

discussed that students could benefit thru the DARE program to hear from young individuals that have been thru 

this rather than being lectured by teachers, police, etc…  Hearing a young person’s story might have more 

impact. Indiana leads the nation in heroin overdoses.  This isn’t something to be proud of. Scary stuff! 
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